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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for January 21st, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Randy Purser, Todd Perkes, Hayden Isham, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson 

Staff Present: Mindy Hawley, Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister – Butte County Extension 

Via teleconference: Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD, Jennie Weathered – Butte SWCD, Jesse 

Fullmer – NRCS, Rob Sharpnack - ISWCC 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Hayden Isham at 12:08 p.m. 

Discussion was made on appointments of empty positions.  Randy Purser and Walt Johnson 

were appointed to fill the four-year terms.   

Oaths of office were read by Hayden Isham, Randy Purser, and Walt Johnson.  Oaths were 

signed and notarized by Susan Wanstrom. 

A motion was made to appoint Randy Purser as Board Chairman, Mark Telford and Vice-

Chairman, and Todd Perkes as Treasurer.  Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden 

Isham, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept the December minutes as 

written. A second was made by Hayden Isham. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden 

Isham, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Frances Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  A motion was made by Mark Telford to approve the treasurer’s report 

with a second from Walt Johnson.  A second was made by Hayden Isham. Voting Aye: Todd 

Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden Isham, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 

A motion was made to sign the checks, including the IDEA dues and IASCD dues by Mark 

Telford.  A second was made by Hayden Isham. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden 

Isham, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports: 

 ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack updated the board on the Conservation Reserve Enhancement

 Program.   
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 Butte SWCD Employees: Jennie updated the board on her work with the NRCS and

 college classes and employment opportunities.  Mindy updated the board on Envirothon

 activities.  Stephanie updated the board on the NACD TA grant reports. 

NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  Discussion was made on 

holding a Spring Local Work Group meeting in April.  The board agreed to host the 

meeting and would like a moderator.  A watershed question and answer session with 

the NRCS is planned for February.  The NRCS office is working through eligibility on EQIP 

applications.  Lara Fondow has been hired as the resource conservationist in the Arco 

office. The soil conservationist position is now open for the Arco office. 

Butte County Extension: David Callister provided an update that Ag Days 2021 may be 

affected by COVID restrictions.  Extension classes covering record keeping, pasture 

management, and pesticide applicator credits are coming up this Spring.  Redbooks are 

in and available for pick-up at the Extension office. 

Old Business: 

 None. 

New Business: 

Carbon Retention and Reduced Tillage: Todd Perkes read a couple of articles relating 

reduced tillage to carbon sequestration.  Discussion was made with the board, 

Extension, and NRCS on funding opportunities to establish test plots for reduced tillage 

in the District. 

Letters of Intent: Letters of intent for Butte and Custer Counties was presented to the 

board along with the invoice for Butte County’s 2021 funding commitment.  A motion 

was made by Walt Johnson with a second from Mark Telford to sign the letters of intent.  

Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden Isham, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. 

Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Annual Budget: Frances Perkes presented the FY 2021-2022 budget to the board.  A 

motion was made by Mark Telford to approve the budget. A second was made by 

Hayden Isham. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden Isham, Mark Telford, 

Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on February 25th, 2021 at noon at

 the Butte County Business Center in Arco. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 1:48 p.m. by Todd Perkes, second by Walt Johnson. Voting 

Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden Isham, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. 

Motion Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for February 25th, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Randy Purser, Todd Perkes, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson 

Staff Present: Mindy Hawley, Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister – Butte County Extension 

Via teleconference: Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD, Jennie Weathered – Butte SWCD, Jesse 

Fullmer – NRCS, Rob Sharpnack – ISWCC, Bill Lilibridge - ISWCC 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 12:11 p.m. 

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept the January minutes as 

written. A second was made by Todd Perkes. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Mark 

Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Frances Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  Included in the checks was the High Country RC&D’s annual dues.  A 

motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report and sign the checks with a 

second from Walt Johnson.  Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Mark Telford, Walt 

Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports: 

 Butte SWCD Employees: Jennie updated the board on her work with the NRCS.  Mindy

 updated the board on Envirothon and upcoming school activities.  Stephanie asked the

 board for permission to hold an e-waste recycling event in the Spring, permission was

 granted. 

 ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack and Bill Lilibridge were present to visit with the board.  Bill

 presented an overview of how the 2:1 match funding works and presented alternatives

 of how the funding could be distributed to the Districts.  He requested that the Board

 submit comments on how they would like to see the funding distributed by March 31st. 

 Rob updated the board on ISWCC activities, including the hiring of a CREP manager and

 updates from the legislative session. 

NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  Jesse provided a snowpack 

update.  They have requested more funding to help fund more EQIP applications.  Lara 

Fondow was hired as the Resource Conservationist.  Jennie is working with HR to get 

finalized for the soil conservationist position. The Arco office will be getting a pathways 

student this summer. 
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Discussion was made on the District holding the funds in the engineering technical 

assistance pool for use by the Big Lost River Irrigation District.  Randy will look over the 

agreement and make any necessary changes.  A motion was made for the Butte SWCD 

to hold the engineering technical assistance funds for use by the Big Lost River Irrigation 

District by Todd Perkes, a second by Mark Telford. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy 

Purser, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Butte County Extension: David Callister provided an update on pesticide applicator 

credit classes coming up in March.  There will also be a forage school and an Ag Bowl at 

Butte County and Mackay schools.   

Old Business: 

Reduced Tillage Test Plots: David Callister said he has a location that he would be 

willing to run a few test plots on reduced tillage farming practices.  Discussion was made 

on what types of plots to have and what questions to answer.  Questions to be 

answered included how much carbon is retained in the different types of farming.  

Desired plots included minimum till vs. conventional till vs. no-till and no-till with cover 

crops.   

Annual Plan of Work: A motion was made by Mark Telford to approve the 5-year plan 

and annual plan of work and sign the certificate.  A second was made by Walt Johnson. 

Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. 

Motion Approved. 

New Business: 

High Country RC&D Dues: Approved with the treasurer’s report. 

ISWCC Assistance Request: A motion was made by Todd Perkes with a second by Walt 

Johnson to approve the ISWCC assistance request and sign the certificate.  Voting Aye: 

Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on March 18th, 2021 at noon at

 the Butte County Business Center in Arco. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 1:28 p.m. by Walt Johnson, second by Mark Telford. Voting 

Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Mark Telford, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for March 18th, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Walt Johnson, Hayden Isham 

Staff Present: Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister – Butte County Extension 

Via teleconference: Randy Purser – Butte SWCD, Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD, Jennie 

Weathered – Butte SWCD, Jesse Fullmer – NRCS, Rob Sharpnack – ISWCC, Bill Lilibridge – 

ISWCC, Wendy Pratt – ISWCC, Matt Bringhurst - USFWS 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 12:05 p.m. 

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Todd Perkes to accept the February minutes as 

written. A second was made by Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden 

Isham, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Frances Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report 

and sign the checks with a second from Walt Johnson.  Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, 

Hayden Isham, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports: 

 USFWS: Matt Bringhurst joined the meeting via Zoom.  He provided an update on

 projects that are using the partner funds from the District.  

Butte SWCD Employees: Jennie updated the board on her work with the NRCS and her 

employment status with the NRCS.  Stephanie read an update from Mindy on youth 

outreach activities.  District employees are working-from-home and going to the office 

on scheduled days and times to comply with federal COVID-19 restrictions. 

 ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack, Bill Lilibridge, and Wendy Pratt were present viz Zoom to visit

 with the board.  Bill presented an overview of alternative for District base allocation and

 match funding and asked the board which option they would like to choose.  Discussion

 from the board decided we would like to stay staus-quo with how funding from the

 ISWCC is handled and distributed to the Districts.  Rob gave an update on current

 legislation and ISWCC activities.  Wendy is serving as our Division representative on the

 ISWCC board and introduced herself to the board.   
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NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  Program letters are being 

sent out. The NRCS is requesting around $1,000,000 more in funding to fund more 

applications.  Three of the four submitted Water Management Entity applications were 

funded in the District.  The building remodel is now set to begin May 1st and last 45 

days.  New workload metrics show that the Arco NRCS office qualifies for another soil 

conservationist position.  Discussion with the Blaine SWCD board and the Butte SWCD 

board set the Spring local work group meeting for April 14th at 1:00p.m.  The Butte 

SWCD will rent the Butte County Business Center to provide a physical location for 

producers to meet in addition to the Zoom link. 

Butte County Extension: David Callister provided an update youth agricultural activities 

coming up.  There will be a field scouting class held on April 23rd. 

Old Business: 

ISWCC comments on match funding: Discussion with Bill Lilibridge from earlier in the 

meeting resulted in the board’s preference for how funding is handled to be recorded in 

the minutes and submitted to Bill as our official record. 

Reduced Tillage Test Plots: David Callister gave an update on the Reduced Tillage Test 

Plots.  He is working on the irrigation system and is searching for an 8’-9’ disk.  

Discussion was made on Teff grass as a cover crop. 

New Business: 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on April 14th, 2021 at 11:00am at

 the Butte County Business Center in Arco. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 1:15 p.m. by Todd Perkes, second by Walt Johnson. Voting 

Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Hayden Isham, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 

 



 

1 
 

BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for April 16th, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Walt Johnson, Randy Purser 

Staff Present: Stephanie Barnes, Mindy Hawley 

Via teleconference: Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD, Jennie Weathered – Butte SWCD, Jesse 

Fullmer – NRCS, Rob Sharpnack – ISWCC 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 11:10 p.m. 

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Todd Perkes to accept the March minutes as written. 

A second was made by Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. 

Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Frances Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report 

and sign the checks with a second from Walt Johnson.  Discussion was made on a few checks 

that have not been cashed yet, Frances will follow up on those.  Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy 

Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

A discussion was held about asking for match donations this year.  A motion was made by Todd 

Perkes with a second from Walt Johnson to ask for match donations.  Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, 

Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees: Jennie updated the board on her work with the NRCS and her 

employment status with the NRCS.  Mindy gave an update on Mackay’s Ag Days and the 

upcoming Envirothon competition.  The 6th grade poster contest is being completed and 

will need to be judged before school adjourns in May.  Stephanie gave an update of her 

in-office hours. 

 ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack was present via Zoom. The ISWCC is hiring several positions

 across the state.  The Butte SWCD will be featured in the ISWCC’s June newsletter and

 discussion was made on potential projects to highlight.  The Governor signed the budget

 increase for the ISWCC which will be equally divided among the Districts, which is about

 $4,000 per District. The implementation plan for the sediment TMDL will be presented

 to the board in the next month or so. 

 NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  Pre-approvals are

 happening for EQIP and RCPP-EQIP.  The CSP sign-up is currently on-going.  The

 additional soil conservationist position will be flown in the next week or two.  An update
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 on the building remodel was provided.  Discussion was made on the EQIP-GCI program

 and also on current snowpack conditions. 

 

Old Business: None 

New Business: 

 Envirothon expenses: The Butte County envirothon team did a stewardship project

 hanging beetle traps with the forest service near Hailey.  Expenses totaled $114.86.  A

 motion was made by Walt Johnson with a second from Todd Perkes to reimburse these

 expenses.  Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None.

 Motion Approved. 

 NACD TA Grant MOU: The new TA grant MOU had been received from the NACD.  A

 motion was made to sign the MOU by Todd Perkes, a second was made by Walt

 Johnson. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None.

 Motion Approved. 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 19th, 2021 at

 12:00am at the Butte County Business Center in Arco. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 12:30 p.m. by Walt Johnson, second by Todd Perkes. Voting 

Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for May 19th, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Walt Johnson, Randy Purser 

Staff Present: Stephanie Barnes, Mindy Hawley 

Via teleconference: Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD, Jennie Weathered – Butte SWCD, Jesse 

Fullmer – NRCS, Rob Sharpnack – ISWCC 

Guests: David Callister - Extension 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 12:25 p.m. 

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept the April minutes as written. 

A second was made by Todd Perkes. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. 

Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Frances Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report 

and sign the checks with a second from Walt Johnson.  Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, 

Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees: Jennie updated the board on her work with the NRCS and her 

experience helping with the Envirothon competition.  Mindy will be presenting awards 

to the Mackay and Arco poster contest winners before school ends.  Stephanie gave an 

update on the recycling event. 

 ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack was present via Zoom. The implementation plan for the

 sediment TMDL will be presented to the board in the next month or so.  There was not a

 clear answer from the Districts on how to handle the T&B funds, so more discussion will

 be taking place in the coming months.  The annual survey for the Districts is Due July

 31st.  Teri Murrison’s last day will be June 11th. 

 NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  A recap of the local work

 group meeting’s wildlife initiative was provided to the board.  Discussion was made on

 the increase in price of pipe, making the cost of pipeline projects much more expensive

 than anticipated.  The NRCS Pathways student will be starting on May 24th.  Discussion

 was made on snowpack conditions and the reservoir status.  It is anticipated that the

 irrigation season will be over by mid-June at current reservoir capacity. 
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 Extension: David Callister provided an update on the Arco and Mackay school Ag Days

 activities.  A field scouting class will be held on the 27th.  David attended a grazing school

 in Missouri and provided a summary for the board.  The no-till project is making

 progress and arrangements were made to use the District’s no-till drill. 

Old Business:  

 EICU Bank Account: Discussion was made on converting the District’s current account to

 a business account. All board members who wish to be put on the account will need to

 be at the bank at the same time to open the account. 

New Business: 

 TA Grant Match: Discussion was made to cover the cost of a college course for the TA

 grant position.  A motion was made by Todd Perkes with a second from Walt Johnson to

 reimburse these expenses, totaling $1,085.14.  Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser,

 Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

 LWG Match Contribution: Discussion was held on what the District will put forward as a

 partner contribution to the local work group initiatives.   

 New MOU with NRCS/ISWCC: An updated MOU was needed as the once signed in 2020

 was on an outdated template.  A motion was made by Walt Johnson to sign the new

 MOU.  A second was provided by Todd Perkes. Voting Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser,

 Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

 ISWCC Annual Survey: The annual survey was completed during the meeting. 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 17th 2021 at

 12:00am at the Butte County Business Center in Arco.  The June local work group

 meeting will be held at 9:00am. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 2:25 p.m. by Walt Johnson, second by Todd Perkes. Voting 

Aye: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for June 17th, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Walt Johnson, Randy Purser, Mark Telford, Hayden Isham 

Staff Present: Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister - Extension 

Via teleconference: Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD, Jennie Weathered – Butte SWCD, Jesse 

Fullmer – NRCS, Rob Sharpnack – ISWCC, Nathan Jones – NRCS Pathways Student 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 10:35 a.m. 

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept the May minutes as written. 

A second was made by Hayden Isham. Voting Aye: Mark Telford, Hayden Isham, Todd Perkes, 

Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Frances Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  A motion was made by Mark Telford to approve the treasurer’s report 

and sign the checks with a second from Hayden Isham.  Voting Aye: Mark Telford, Hayden 

Isham, Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees: Jennie updated the board on her work with the NRCS.  Her 

anticipated start date with the NRCS is August 1st.  Stephanie gave an update on the 

vegetation monitoring at the Pence Bridge wetland mitigation area. 

 ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack was present via Zoom. The engineering position for Southeast

 Idaho is back open.  The administrator position is also open, Delwyne Trefz is acting

 administrator until the position is filled.  The District match funding report is due August

 16th. 

NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  He has the applications for 

the direct hire soil conservationist position and those interviews will be scheduled soon. 

The Pathways Student, Nathan Jones, is now at the office.  Nathan was on the call and 

introduced himself to the board.  The NRCS office is trying to leverage additional 

drought funding for water conservation projects in the NRCS coverage area. 

 Extension: David Callister gave an update on the 4-H camps that he will be assisting with

 across the state.  The reduced till test plots have been planted. 
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Old Business:  

 EICU Bank Account: The board went to the EICU to establish a business account, but

 there was an issue with the District’s EIN.  Stephanie will follow up with the EICU to

 figure out the issue. 

New Business: 

 4-H Market Animal Association Advertisement: A motion was made by Mark Telford to

 place a quarter page ad in the 4-H Market Animal Association Ad Book at the rate of

 $75.00, with a second from Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Mark Telford, Hayden Isham,

 Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved.   

 OSC Reports: Reports for two Office of Species Conservation grants are due at the end

 of June.  These reports are in progress and will need Randy’s signature before being

 submitted. 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 15th, 2021 at

 12:00pm at the Butte County Business Center in Arco.   

A motion to adjourn was made at 11:30 a.m. by Todd Perkes, second by Walt Johnson. Voting 

Aye: Mark Telford, Hayden Isham, Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson. Voting Nay: None. 

Motion Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for July 15th, 2021 

Bottolfsen Park, Arco, ID  

and via conference call 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Mark Telford 

Staff Present: Stephanie Barnes, Jennie Weathered 

Guests Present: Jesse Fullmer - NRCS 

Via teleconference: Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 1:30 p.m. 

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Todd Perkes to accept the June minutes as written. A 

second was made by Mark Telford. Voting Aye: Mark Telford, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. 

Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Frances Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report 

and sign the checks, including the IASCD annual dues, with a second from Mark Telford.  Voting 

Aye: Mark Telford, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees: Jennie updated the board on her work with the NRCS and 

thanked the board her time with the District.  Stephanie informed the board that the 

Lost River Grazing School will be in August this year.  The board agreed that if someone 

in our District was interested, the District would be willing to pay half of the registration 

fee.  Stephanie provided a copy of the District’s summer newsletter and the ISWCC’s 

monthly newsletter featuring the Butte SWCD. 

NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  He completed the 

interviews for the direct hire soil conservationist position and the position has been 

offered and he is now waiting on the applicant to respond.  Discussion was made on 

interviewing applicants for the TA grant position.  A date next week will be chosen 

based on availability of board members to participate.  NRCS Idaho has requested 

additional funding for drought stricken counties.  The Arco office has two applications 

that would fall in this category if funding is received.  Discussion was made on the next 

local working-group meeting.  The goals will be to determine priorities for EQIP funding 

next year and how to evaluate irrigation project proposals.  Discussion also focused on 

who would be evaluating these proposals and it was deemed board members from the 

Butte SWCD and Blaine SCD would be the most non-biased members for the evaluation 
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committee.  A newspaper article will be included in next week’s Arco Advertiser to seek 

irrigation project proposals with a deadline of August 16th.  

Old Business:  

 EICU Bank Account: Nothing new has developed. 

New Business: 

 District Match Donation Requests: This item will be tabled until next Spring.   

 IASCD Dues: Paying this year’s dues was approved with the treasurer’s report. 

 Environmental Monitoring Equipment Purchase: A motion was made by Mark Telford

 with a second from Todd Perkes to purchase a GPS unit up to $500.  Voting Aye: Mark

 Telford, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Stockmanship Manual Return Policy: BYU has requested a return policy to keep in their 

files purchases of the Stockmanship Manual.  A draft policy was presented to the board.  

Mark Telford made a motion to accept the draft return policy, a second was made by 

Todd Perkes. Voting Aye: Mark Telford, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: 

None. Motion Approved. 

 NACD Pacific Region Meeting in Jackson, WY: Discussion was made on attending the

 NACD region meeting as it is taking place relatively close this year. No decisions were

 made. 

 August LWG meeting date: The next local working group meeting will be held August

 19th. 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on Thursday, August 19th, 2021 at

 10:30pm at the Butte County Business Center in Arco.   

A motion to adjourn was made at 2:30 p.m. by Todd Perkes, second by Mark Telford. Voting 

Aye: Mark Telford, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for August 19th, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson, Hayden Isham 

Staff Present: Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister – UI Extension 

Via Zoom: Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD, Rob Sharnack – ISWCC, Jesse Fullmer - NRCS 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 10:33 a.m. 

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Todd Perkes to accept the July minutes as written. A 

second was made by Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Hayden Isham, and 

Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Frances Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report 

and sign the checks, with a second from Walt Johnson.  Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, 

Hayden Isham, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees: Stephanie updated the board on the upcoming speech contest 

and 6th grade tour in September.  An update was given on which board members were 

up for election and in what year. 

NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  Jennifer Weathered started 

her soil conservationist position with the NRCS on August 1st.  Interviews for the NACD 

TA grant position and an NRCS soil conservationist position were conducted and 

decisions were made for the TA grant hire.  The building remodel is almost completed.  

COVID-19 restrictions currently in place include everyone wearing a mask inside the 

building and customers must have an appointment to enter the building.  Pipeline 

projects are making progress and a few should be underway this fall.  The NRCS 

statewide is looking at increasing some financial cost-share payments due to COVID-19.  

Our District had six CSP contracts covering 10,000 acres.  NRCS funding for our District 

during FY 2021 totaled $3.9 million.  Discussion was made to review the water quality 

applications at a different date.  The next EQIP sign-up will be announced in October. 

Discussion was made on asking for an extension for the MOU between IASCD and the 

District for utilizing funding for engineering purposes.  The agreement is set to expire 

September 1st. 
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A motion was made by Walt Johnsonto ask for an extension of the IASCD agreement, a 

second was made by Hayden Isham.  Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Hayden 

Isham, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack was present via Zoom.  He thanked the board for participating in 

the ISWCC’s annual survey, 40 out of 50 Districts responded.  He will have the results of 

the survey at the next board meeting.  They are hiring a new person for the Twin Falls 

office.  The engineering position for southeast Idaho has been flown three times, he was 

unsure what the candidate pool looked like this third round.  The Division III board 

member has retired and a replacement will be appointed by the Governor.  Interviews 

for the Administrator position have been conducted, but no decision has been made 

yet. 

UI Extension: David Callister was present and updated the board on the status of the 

tillage test plots.  He updated the board on the Butte County Fair.  There were more 

student participation in market animal 4-H programs this year and the market sale went 

really well. 

Old Business:  

 None 

New Business: 

 Speech Contest: The board gave approval for holding the speech contest at the

 September board meeting.   

 IASCD Donation: The IASCD asked for a $25 donation for their upcoming annual

 conference.  The board expressed approval of making the donation. 

 Ty Drill Sale: An offer to purchase the old Ty drill for $3,000 was received.  A motion was

 made by Todd Perkes to approve the sale, a second was made by Walt Johnson. Voting

 Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Hayden Isham, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None.

 Motion Approved. 

Division VI Meeting: An announcement was made that the annual Division VI meeting 

will be October 19th, 2021 in St. Anthony. 

 Antelope Migration Corridor Public Meeting: The District will host a public meeting for

 landowners within the antelope migration corridor in Butte County on August 25th at the

 Bottolfson Park in Arco.  Brett Gullet with IDFG and Lara Fondow with NRCS will be on

 hand to discuss cost-share options and project goals. 
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Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on Thursday, September 16th, 2021

 at 12:00 a.m. at the Butte County Business Center in Arco.   

A motion to adjourn was made at 11:40 a.m. by Walt Johnson, second by Hayden Isham. Voting 

Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Hayden Isham, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for September 16th, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson 

Staff Present: Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister – UI Extension 

Via Zoom: Frances Perkes – Butte SWCD, Rob Sharnack – ISWCC, Jesse Fullmer - NRCS 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 1:05 p.m.  

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept the August minutes as 

written. A second was made by Todd Perkes. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and 

Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Todd Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed.  A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report 

and sign the checks, with a second from Walt Johnson.  Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, 

and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees and Board: Stephanie updated the board on the upcoming 

speech contest and 6th grade tour in September.  

Randy Purser updated the board on an issue with the no-till drill coming back without 

being cleaned and the loss of a stop.  A motion was made by Todd Perkes to implement 

a $50 fee for returning a dirty drill and a $100 fee for losing a stop.  A second was made 

by Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: 

None. Motion Approved.   

NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  November 5th is the 

tentative date for the EQIP deadline.  The building remodel is almost complete.  New 

COVID restrictions may bring the staff in office back down to 25% in the near future.  

We received a dozen applications for consideration for the LWG proposal and the base 

allocation.  Discussion was made on who will review these and when. 

ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack was present via Zoom.  Rob gave an update on the results of the 

District survey. They filled their open position in Jerome.  The assistant administrative 

position is now open since Delwyne Trefz has filled the administrator position.   

UI Extension: Randy Purser gave David’s update on Extension activities. 
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Old Business:  

 None 

New Business: 

 6th Grade Tour: The annual 6th grade tour will be on September 23rd.  Walt, Randy, and

 Todd can attend and assist. 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 21st, 2021

 at 12:00 a.m. at the Butte County Business Center in Arco.   

A motion was made by Todd Perkes to enter executive session, a second was made by Walt 

Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 

A motion was made by Walt Johnson to leave executive session, a second was made by Todd 

Perkes. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 

A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept Frances Perkes’ retirement and gift her the 

District laptop she is currently using as a retirement bonus.  A second was made by Todd 

Perkes. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 

A motion was made to purchase a new laptop for the District and install bookkeeping software 

by Walt Johnson, a second by Todd Perkes. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy 

Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 2:14 p.m. by Todd Perkes, second by Walt Johnson. Voting 

Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for October 21st, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson, Hayden Isham, Mark Telford 

Staff Present: Mindy Hawley, Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister – UI Extension 

Via Zoom: Rob Sharnack – ISWCC, Jesse Fullmer - NRCS 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 12:06 p.m.  

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept the September minutes as 

written. A second was made by Hayden Isham. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Mark 

Telford, Hayden Isham and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Todd Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed. Todd gave some changes to make: 1) the drill needs to be listed as an 

asset and 2) changes need to be made to accounts payable.   A motion was made by Mark 

Telford to approve the treasurer’s report and sign the checks, with a second from Walt 

Johnson.  Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Mark Telford, Hayden Isham and Randy 

Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees and Board: Mindy Hawley gave an overview of the 6th grade 

tour, the division level speech and poster contests.  The speech contestants from the 

Butte SWCD were awarded as the winners of the Division level.  The first place poster 

from the Butte SWCD was awarded third place at the Division level.   Stephanie Barnes 

gave an update on the new District laptop, her bookkeeping class, and Cheatgrass 

Challenge monitoring.  

NRCS: Jesse Fullmer provided an update on NRCS activities.  The new Soil 

Conservationist, Brooke Morgan, will start October 25th.  The EQIP deadline is November 

5th.  Irrigation ditch liner projects are currently in progress.   

ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack was present via Zoom.  Loretta Strickland has filled the deputy 

administrator position.  No hires have been made for the southern Idaho engineering 

position, they will be re-flying the announcement soon.  Match funding checks should 

be coming out soon.  The FY23 budget has been submitted to the Governor’s office with 

a 3.1% increase.   
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UI Extension: David Callister provided an update on upcoming winter schools.  He 

participated in the 6th grade natural resources tours.  He is still harvesting the trial plots. 

Old Business:  

 Eastern Idaho Agricultural Hall of Fame – Discussion was made on providing a board

 member from our area to the EIAHF.  It was suggested to contact the Custer County’s

 board member to submit our nomination. 

New Business: 

 TA employee working agreement: The working agreement for Samantha Spaulding was

 signed by the board.  

NACD dues: The annual NACD dues were approved with the treasurer’s report. 

Donation request for 2021 Idaho State Land and Soil Evaluation Event: A donation

 request was received from the Idaho State Land and Soil Evaluation Event.  No action

 was taken. 

Next meeting date: The next meeting will be November 18th, 2021 at noon in the Butte

 County Business Center. 

A motion was made by Walt Johnson to enter executive session, a second was made by Hayden 

Isham. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Mark Telford, Hayden Isham and Randy Purser. 

Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

A motion was made by Mark Telford to leave executive session, a second was made by Hayden 

Isham. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Mark Telford, Hayden Isham and Randy Purser. 

Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

A motion was made by Mark Telford to correct the payroll to meet the signed working 

agreements with Berett Erb and Jennie Weathered for $48,000/year.  A second was made by 

Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Mark Telford, Hayden Isham and Randy 

Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 1:45 p.m. by Walt Johnson, second by Hayden Isham. Voting 

Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, Mark Telford, Hayden Isham and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: 

None. Motion Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for November 18th, 2021 

Butte County Business Center, Arco, ID  

and via Zoom 

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson 

Staff Present: Mindy Hawley, Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister – UI Extension 

Via Zoom: Rob Sharnack – ISWCC, Samantha Spaulding – Butte SWCD 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 12:00 p.m.  

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Todd Perkes to accept the October minutes as 

written. A second was made by Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and 

Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Todd Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed. A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report and 

sign the checks, with a second from Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and 

Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees and Board: Mindy Hawley gave an update on the Division VI 

speech and poster contest awards. The Butte SWCD had winners in both categories.  

Mindy attended a virtual Envirothon planning meeting and said the future meetings will 

be in-person. The board gave permission for Mindy to attend these meetings. Samantha 

Spaulding introduced herself to the board and gave an update on the field and office 

work she has been doing with the NRCS staff.  Stephanie Barnes reminded the board to 

fill out their mileage logs as checks will be cut next month.  Stephanie also shared an 

update on nominating someone to the Eastern Idaho Agricultural Hall of Fame. 

ISWCC: Rob Sharpnack was present via Zoom.  Rob will be the acting CREP program 

manager until that position is filled.  In the interlude, Delwyne Trefz will be our 

Commission contact. Rob gave an update on potential water quality project funding 

coming available for shovel-ready projects.  

UI Extension: David Callister has harvested the trial plots and gave an overview of 

preliminary data.  December 7th a re-certification class will be held at the Butte County 

Business Center. 
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Old Business:  

 East Idaho Credit Union business account: Stephanie gave an update on converting the

 District’s account to a business account at the EICU.  It will be necessary that the District

 registers with the Secretary of State. 

New Business: 

 Dean Moncur, ICRMP insurance: Dean Moncur was in attendance to give the board an

 overview of what the ICRMP insurance covers and to answer questions. 

NACD Annual Conference: Stephanie provided an update to the board on an

 opportunity from the NACD to cover travel costs for any board or staff wishing to attend

 the 2022 conference in Orlando, FL.  

Annual Performance Report: A draft of the District’s annual performance report was

 presented to the board.  The report was approved pending the addition of the NRCS’

 portion being added prior to the deadline. 

Central Registry: A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the FY21-22 budget

 that will be submitted to the central registry, a second was made by Walt Johnson.

 Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion

 Approved. 

Annual Meeting Date: Discussion was made on the details and date for the District’s

 annual meeting.  The meeting will be held December 14th at 6:00 p.m. at the Golden

 West Café in Arco. 

A motion was made at 1:28 p.m. by Todd Perkes to adjourn, a second was made by Walt 

Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 
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BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes for December 14th, 2021 

Golden West Cafe, Arco, ID  

 

Board Present: Todd Perkes, Randy Purser, Walt Johnson 

Staff Present: Mindy Hawley, Stephanie Barnes 

Guests Present: David Callister – UI Extension 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 7:40 p.m.  

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept the November minutes as 

written. A second was made by Todd Perkes. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and 

Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Todd Perkes provided the monthly treasurer’s report and checks to be 

approved and signed. A motion was made by Todd Perkes to approve the treasurer’s report and 

sign the checks, with a second from Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and 

Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 

Monthly Reports:  

Butte SWCD Employees and Board: Mindy Hawley gave an update on upcoming 

Envirothon meetings, she will be attending an in-person meeting in Pocatello.  

Stephanie Barnes updated the board on the cheatgrass challenge monitoring, the 

reports have been submitted.  Discussion was made on filing with the Secretary of State 

as an unincorporated non-profit to meet the requirements of having a business account 

with East Idaho Credit Union.  Stephanie will go ahead and file. 

UI Extension: David Callister is serving on the Farm Stress Management Team and will 

be holding classes locally.  One pesticide recertification class has been held and another 

one will be held in March.  He will be involved in 4-H schools this Spring.  Discussion was 

made on having a class to assist producers in reading soil and irrigation monitoring 

devices. 

Old Business:  

 None. 

New Business: 

 2022 LWG Recommendations: The board re-signed the local working group

 recommendations sheet with changes made to accommodate NRCS language and

 forms.  A motion was made by Walt Johnson to re-sign the recommendations, a second

 was made by Todd Perkes. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser.

 Voting Nay: None. Motion Approved. 
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Letter of Intent for Butte and Custer Counties: Discussion was made on submitting

 letters of intent for financial support from Butte and Custer Counties.  A motion was

 made by Walt Johnson and seconded by Todd Perkes to submit letters of intent to the

 counties.  Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None.

 Motion Approved. 

Next Meeting Date: The next board meeting will be held January 20th at noon at the

 Butte County Business Center in Arco. 

A motion was made at 8:05 p.m. by Todd Perkes to adjourn, a second was made by Walt 

Johnson. Voting Aye: Walt Johnson, Todd Perkes, and Randy Purser. Voting Nay: None. Motion 

Approved. 

 


