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   BUTTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Board Meeting Minutes for May 20, 2026 

NRCS Conference Room, Arco, Idaho 

 

Board Present: Randy Purser, Walt Johnson, Mark Telford  

Associate Board: Jayson Giesbrecht, Maddie Hansen 

Staff Present: Mindy Hawley, Emma Wanstrom, Jarrie Schaefer 

Guests Present: Madison Vargovich – ISWCC, Derek Romer – NRCS, Mary Huff – IASCD (Zoom) 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Purser at 12:16 pm 

IASCD: Mary Huff – IASCD Executive Director introduced herself.  Went to Envirothon and 

Forestry Contest.  Would like to increase communication with districts.  Encouraging everyone 

to attend summer meeting in June in Boise in person or via Zoom.  Would like input on policies.  

Mary will be attending a meeting with IDWR on the 28th.   

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Walt Johnson to accept the minutes as read, a second was 

made by Mark Telford.  Voting Aye: Randy Purser, Walt Johnson, Mark Telford.  Voting Nay: none.  

Motion Approved.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Jarrie Schaefer presented the treasurer’s report and checks to be signed.  Jarrie 

went over the grants.  A motion was made by Mark Telford to sign the checks and accept the 

treasurer’s report as given.  A second was made by Walt Johnson. Voting Aye: Randy Purser, Walt 

Johnson, Mark Telford.  Voting Nay: none.  Motion Approved.   

Communications:  Jarrie Schaefer read the communications from ICRMP, High Country RC & D, and 

Ada SWCD.  

Monthly Reports: 

Butte SWCD Employees and Board: Emma Wanstrom - Inventorying fences.  Shad Pancheri and 

PU Ranch.  Doing well in school.  Chemistry is rough.  Mindy Hawley – Four NRC kids going.  

Have posters to judge.  Envirothon went well.  Do we need to discuss the trailer?  Issue with the 

title.  Any cost we accrue we just need to let the Envirothon secretary know.  Jarrie Schaefer – 

Working on transparency report, budgets, grants, reports.                     

NRCS: Derek Romer – Thanks for lunch.  Out of Shoshone.  Glad to be here.  Be here through 

the summer.  Might have more questions than answers.  Last Friday was ranking, this year all 

programs were together instead of staggered.  We will know what programs were pre-

approved.  Butte, Custer and Blaine EQIP approximately 175 applications approved.  CSP 

approximately 8 applications approved.  RCPP approximately 12 applications approved.  

Anticipating to be $2 million short.   

ISWCC:  Madison Vargovich – May 28th commission meeting.  Talk about worksheet.  It is 

worthwhile.  District survey is optional, but is helpful.  Vacancy of administrator.  No position 
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listed.  Loan officer retired so trying to fill it first.  Just kind o integrated in with IDWR.  There 

has been some talk about hiring a bureau a chief, but you never know.   

Old Business: 

CWMA: No news. 

Chris Flannigan: Purchasing 7 releases.  Will receive mid-July. 

No-Till Drill: Mark Telford is going to get Jarrie Schaefer a contact. Keep looking and working on 

grants. 

New Business: 

Review Amended Budget 25-26: Jarrie Schaefer is going to ask George Hitz for his help and 

advice. 

Budget 26-27: Jarrie Schaefer is going to ask George Hitz for his help and advice. 

District Survey 26: Completed. 

TA Grant – Rental Space: Derek Romer will look into what NRCS would charge for space. 

Legislative Articles: Reviewed 

Poster Judging: Judges reviewed posters and picked three: 1st place Grace Teichert – Mackay; 

2nd Place Paizlee Barnes – Arco; 3rd Place Presley Telford –  Arco.  

Next meeting will be Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at noon, NRCS Conference Room.  

It was moved by Walt Johnson and seconded by Mark Telford to adjourn the meeting.   Voting 

Aye: Randy Purser, Walt Johnson, Mark Telford.  Voting Nay: none.  Motion Approved.  Randy 

Purser adjourned the meeting at 2:04 pm.   


