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Junior Board Completes Term and Projects

This summer marked a milestone for the Butte Soil and Water Conservation District as
its first Junior Board completed a productive and educational term. Under the
leadership of Board Chairman Eliana Cecil, the team,
including Co-Vice Chairmen George Cecil and Katelyn
Stewart, Treasurer Lewis Smith, Secretary Tannabe
Cecil, and Public Outreach Coordinator EmmaRae
Parsons, demonstrated commendable dedication to
their roles and the community.

Throughout the summer, the Junior Board members
immersed themselves in understanding the District’s
mission, learning about partner agencies, and
mastering the intricacies of conducting board meetings. Their commitment was evident
in the successful execution of three service projects.

Board Chairman Randy Purser addresses the
Junior Board

Their first project involved cleaning up and adding pollinator plants to a vacant lot in
Arco, a step towards enhancing local biodiversity and creating an educational display for
protecting pollinator species. The second project involved the Dlstrlct s no-till drill being
showcased in the Atomic Days parade, where members :
distributed informative materials to the public. The final
project was an educational booth at the Atomic Days vendor
fair, focusing on soil health and the benefits of no-till drill
farming.

Butte SWCD Board Chairman Randy Purser addressed the

J umor Board at thelr final meetmg and highlighted the

! importance of their service
and presented each
member with a certificate
of completion and a
reference letter, acknowledging their hard work and
dedication. This gesture not only recognized their
efforts but also encouraged continued engagement in
conservation initiatives and community service.

Educational Booth

Pollinator Plot Project
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Weed Spotlight:
Rush Skeleton Weed
During our recent
Conservation Tour,
Butte County Extension
Educator David Callister
shed light on the invasive
Rush Skeletonweed
(Chondprilla Jjuncea).
This aggressive plant
poses a significant threat
to both agricultural
production and wildlife
habitats. Its wiry stems
and latex can clog and
damage harvesting
equipment, making it a
formidable adversary for
farmers.

Rush Skeletonweed in
Butte County

Rush Skeletonweed
begins its life as a
biennial, forming a
rosette of leaves that
resemble those of a
dandelion. As it matures,
it produces leafless
stems that can reach up
to four feet in height,
adorned with bright
yellow, daisy-like

flowers. The key to
managing this invasive
species lies in
prevention; prompt
removal of individual
plants is essential to
control its spread.

Natural

Camp Fun
This year the Butte
SWCD sent seven excited
campers to the
University of Idaho’s
Natural Resource Camp

Resources

through their
scholarship  program:
Jaida Rodriquez (not
pictured), Brodie

Wilburn from Custer
County and Sayger
Landon, Faith
Thomander, Dallin and
Weston  Kelly, and
Ahmyah Yates from
Butte County. The camp
was held at the central
Idaho 4-H camp near
Ketchum from June 17th
— 24th, Each camper got
to spend a week near
beautiful Sun Valley
exploring and studying
Idaho’s natural

resources.

U8 B -\
2024  Natural Resource Camp
Students

This is a hands-on camp
where campers learned
about wildlife, forestry,
soil, rangeland, and
water. They also enjoyed

outdoor activities
including hiking, fishing,
volleyball, archery,

survival skills, target
shooting, and fireside
sing-alongs.

Poster Contest
Winners

The 2024 Stewardship
Week theme set by the
National Association of
Conservation District’s is
“May The Forest Be With
You Always”. The theme
underscores the critical
interplay between soil
and water conservation
and the resiliency of our
forests. Outreach
Coordinator Mindy
Hawley visited the sixth-
grade students at Arco
and Mackay schools
about the role forests
play in sustaining our
planet,  serving  as
sources of  oxygen,
carbon storage, and their
role as vibrant hubs of
biodiversity.  Students
then completed a poster
showcasing an aspect of
forest ecology. Posters
were judged by the
District Board, with
winners receiving a cash
prize. The winning
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posters will advance to
the Division level
competition this Fall.
The winners this year
included first place
Madalyn  Pease of
Mackay, second place
Paxton Telford of Arco
and third place Kasha
King of Arco.
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1st Place

2nd Place

3rd Place

Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation Grant
Award

The Butte SWCD was
awarded a $50,000
grant from the Rocky
Mountain Elk
Foundation to utilize as
cost-share funding for
landowners converting
or retrofitting fences to
meet NRCS wildlife
friendly fence
specifications. This
award is a continuation
of an award received last
year that was used to
convert, remove, and
retrofit 31,600’ of fence
in Butte and Custer
Counties. The funding is
utilized in conjunction
with the NRCS’ wildlife
corridor initiative
funding and funding
through  the Idaho
Department of Fish and
Game to create a larger
impact area. Wildlife
friendly fencing reduces
obstacles to migrating
wildlife and reduces
wildlife mortality rates

due to fence
entanglements. For
program  information,

please contact the NRCS
office at 208-527-8557.

Conservation Tour

Highlights NRCS
Programs
This  year’s annual

conservation tour was a

testament to the power
of collaboration between
private landowners,
water management
entities, and the Natural
Resource Conservation
Service. The tour
showcased a series of

projects that underscore
the  importance  of
sustainable land and
water management
practices.

One of the highlights was
a visit to a Cheatgrass
Challenge site, where
attendees learned about
innovative weed
management strategies
and efforts to replant
native  species. This
initiative  not  only
combats invasive species

2l i

but also restores the
natural ecosystem,
benefiting both wildlife
and the environment.
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Another stop was at a
wildlife-friendly  fence
retrofit project. This
project showcased how
fence modifications can
make a  significant
difference in protecting
local wildlife  while
maintaining the
functionality of
agricultural operations.

The tour also included a
visit to an irrigation
pipeline installation
project, demonstrating
the critical role of

efficient water
management in
supporting agricultural
productivity and
sustainability.

During lunch, Butte

County Extension
Educator David Callister
provided valuable

insights into the
challenges posed by
blister beetles in forage
crops and the persistent
issue of the invasive rush
skeletonweed. His
presentation highlighted
the ongoing need for
education and vigilance
in  managing these
agricultural threats.

We extend our gratitude
to the landowners who
graciously opened their
sites for the tour. Special
thanks to Jesse Fullmer
and Berett Rosenkrance

from the NRCS for their
informative
presentations.

Butte SWCD
Completes Pipeline
Project in the Little
Lost River Valley

The Butte Soil and Water
Conservation District
utilized a $250,000
grant from Idaho DEQ’s
State Agricultural Best

Management  Practice
program to convert a
2,200-foot open

irrigation ditch into a
buried pipeline near
Howe. This section, part
of a larger NRCS EQIP

Pipeline staged for installation

project, aims to enhance
irrigation efficiency,
extending the irrigation
season and conserving
water. By keeping more
water in the Little Lost
River, the  project
supports wildlife
habitats and annual flow
rates. This collaboration
highlights the potential
for local and state
partnerships to drive

sustainable agricultural
progress in Idaho.

New Arco NRCS Staff
We are pleased to
announce the addition of
two new employees to
the NRCS team. Julian
Smith has joined us as a
Natural Resource
Specialist, and Majorie
Guerrero-Vera as an
Administrative
Assistant.

Julian, a Rigby native,
holds a B.S. in
Rangeland Management
and Conservation from
the University of Idaho.
He will collaborate with
producers to develop
conservation plans and
conduct field
assessments of range
conditions.

Majorie will provide
administrative support
to both the Arco and
Salmon field offices,
ensuring smooth and
organized  operations.
Majorie and her husband
reside in  Mackay.
Welcome Majorie and
Julian!

Subseribe to our e-newletter b Y

enmailing

butteswed@outlook.com!
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ZEBRA MUSSEL

Dreissena polymorpha

Dreissenidae, the freshwater mussel family

Ay Benson US Gedlogical Survey, Bugwoodarg

FACTSHEET INFORMATION

Summary of Invasiveness

« Zebra mussels have been identified as the most aggressive
freshwater invader worldwide.

» These mussels are so successful due to their prolific
reproduction. Once introduced, they can reproduce to the
point that their biomass is 10 times the biomass of native
species.

« Attaches to substrate and infrastructure in prolific numbers
via byssal threads.

Diagnostic Characteristics

- Small freshwater bivalve with a triangular shape. ; -

- Striped and zig-zag shell with colors that vary from dark to \ieists Gelly moges
light to none.

- Stable flattened ventral side; allowing it to sit flat, unlike
Quagga mussels.

« Byssal threads protrude from shell.

Introduction and Movement

« Native to the Black, Caspian, and Azov seas. Introduced to
the Great Lakes in the 1980's via ballast water.

« Has spread across the nation to the point that only 5 states
are free of suspect or confirmed infestation.

« Spreads easily to new areas via watercraft, water related
construction equipment, and has been documented in the
aquarium trade as a hitchhiker.

Prevention Strategy

- To prevent accidental introductions, ensure that your
watercraft and water related equipment is thoroughly
cleaned, drained, and dry.

« When passing inspection stations during their hours of
operations, make sure to stop for an inspection and
decontamination.

- After visiting waters that are out of state, especially states
with infested waters, ensure that your boat has been
inspected or allowed dry time of at least 30 days prior to
launching in Idaho waters.

« Always Remember To: CLEARN #DRAIN » DRY
Sources DON'T LET IT LOOSE

« CABI Invasive Species Compendium: https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/85295. Caifomia Depertmert of Fish and Game, CDF G, Bugwoodorg

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: INVASIVESPECIES.IDAHO.GOV

TO REPORT INVASIVE SPECIES IN IDAHO, PLEASE CALL 1-877-336-8676.
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